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An lnvitation To A Feast

General Bishop

Written by H.G. Bishop Macarius

The old monk walked slowly through the dusty path in the
monastery. He was trying to sense his way, moving his stick
right and left, to make sure he wouldn’t stumble or bump
into a wall.

Before he moved few steps, a young monk approached him,
kissed his hand and offered to help him reach his destination.
He escorted him to a near mastaba and very kindly helped
him to sit on it. The young monk excused himself to leave
and asked for the elder’s prayers. He replied with his famous
say, “May God help you to save your soul.”

While sitting, he does not show any movement. Nothing but
his voice every now and then, singing an old song or praise
that he brought with him from his village or learnt it from
an older monk. He had a very peculiar way of singing. His
voice had both a sad and joyful tune at the same time. His
songs were very special, he encouraged and rebuked at the
same time.

Everyone who hears him feels that the sound is coming from
eternity. He feels that he is singing up there in heaven and
the voice is reaching them from there.

As time passes by, he does not know the hour. He does not
differentiate between days and nights.

One night, when the bell rang around 4 a.m., the monk went
to the elder’s cell. He knocked gently and entered, “Come on
father, the bell rang. Let us go to the church to praise.”
“What bell and which praise?”” The elder asked.

The monk answered patiently, “The bell for the midnight praises.”
“God bless you my son. Maybe you forgot or you are dreaming.”
“No, my father.”

“How can it be? The bell has rung few hours back and I went
to the church.”

The young monk said, laughing, “What bell and which church?”
“I praised and I prayed the liturgy.”

“O my God. You must have been dreaming.”

“I was not. Believe me. It was a very nice liturgy. I think [ never
felt the same comfort and peace as I felt this morning. But you
tell me, didn’t you come and accompany me to church.”

The monk felt sorry for the elder. He thought he had some
kind of sudden hallucination or maybe he was confused. He
never asked about time, not even once. He usually sits for
hours, not knowing how much time has passed.

The young monk tried to hold his hand to escort him to the
church. He drew it away and reproached him innocently, “It
was a nice liturgy. The praying father

When the monastery bell rings, they
escort him to the church. When the eating
bell rings, they take him there. He does
not ask, what is the time. He does not
know places in the monastery without
being escorted there.

He is carried on the care of God and His
protection. /
After a long time, sitting on the mastaba,
he starts the journey back to his cell with |
the same slowness. Another monk sees -
him and offers to help him.

When it is sleep time, a young monk
appointed by the monastery to serve him,
opens the elder’s cell quietly and checks
that everything is ok. He asks for his
blessings and prayer, goes out and locks
the door from outside.

When it is time for the midnight prayers
bell, the monk comes back to the elder
cell to escort him to the church. He holds his hand and
accompanies him, in silence, to the church, while the elder
is totally calm and safe. He never asks nor questions. He
knows that they are caring for his needs when they are due.
He is sure that he is into the hands of his brothers which are
supported with God’s entrusted hands.

Every meal, when the bell rings, the monk comes and escorts
him to the table. He sits, eats silently and then the monk
takes him to wash his hands. He gives him his tea and then
takes him back to his cell or to his place on the mastaba.
Also, when the time comes for his weekly bath, the same
monk comes and prepares it for him and washes his clothes.
Briefly, this monk who serves the elder, is his eyes.

had an angelic voice. Don’t you believe
me? I partook from the mysteries.”

The monk, who learned to be patient
from the slowness of the elder, wanted to
restore him to his awareness. The elder
put his hands in the large pocket. After
a little effort, he got out a piece of the
ologia. He gave it to the monk who took
it into his hands. He found it to be fresh.
At that time of the morning, they had not
started to bake the offering bread yet.
The monk was astonished. He was
silent for some time, and then he asked
the elder, “Can you please tell me what
happened exactly.”

“Nothing, same as I told you before. But
why didn’t you accompany me, maybe
it was another monk. Why did you sleep
until now?”

The monk did not answer. He ran to
the abbot to tell him about this incident. The father knew
what had happened. He took some fathers and went to the
old church, under the ground. They were surprised to smell
incense filling the place. The altar utensils were left without
packing them up and drops of water were easily seen in front
of the throne.

The fathers returned, full of happiness and comfort to the cell
of the elder to explain to him what has happened. The elder
received their words with extreme silence, free from any
astonishment. He did not ask anything, just nodded his head.
The elder himself told me this story, ten years before his
departure. The name of the elder is: Father Andoraus
Al-Samouili.
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